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October 15, 2020 
 
Senator David Argall 
Chair, Senate Majority Policy Committee 
Senate Box 203029 
171 Main Capitol 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
RE: Strengthening Hate Crime Laws in PA 
 
Good afternoon, Chairman Argall, Senator Killion, and Members of the Committee, 

It is an honor to participate in today’s discussion. My name is Jason Landau Goodman and I am the 
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Youth Congress, our statewide LGBT youth organization. I 
am humbled that we are the first formal LGBT advocates invited to speak before the Senate 
Majority Policy Committee. I hope this is only the beginning of our dialogue on the urgent issues 
impacting over 500,000 Pennsylvanians who are LGBT. 

Barbara Brodie. Chiron Collins. Rebecca Wight. Tianna Langley. Cortez Morris. Clyde Massie. Tina 
Arroyo. Tanya Streater. Toni Lowry. Sherri Ransom. Eduardo Lora Vasallio. Anna Francisco. Nizah 
Morris. Alexis King. Erica Keel. Christopher Jermaine Scott. Stacey Blahnik. Kyra Cordova. Diamond 
Williams. London Chanel. Kiesha Jenkins. Maya Young. Shantee Tucker. Michele Tamika 
Washington. Dominique Rem’mie Fells. Mia Green. 

They are just some of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Pennsylvanians who have been 
murdered. The number of assaults and attacks on LGBT Pennsylvanians we will never know. The 
grip that hatred, violence, and discrimination has on LGBT people is real and permeates throughout 
many of our lives. 

We need hate crimes protections. LGBT people, people with disabilities, and others that are 
marginalized in our society are targeted not only for violence itself, but violence upon their very 
core. 

We are members of your family. We are your teachers, doctors, and technicians. We are in every 
legislative district and community. While there are many urgent issues that need to be addressed 
for LGBT Pennsylvanians, this one is specifically that we should not be targeted for violent crimes. 
Simply put: in 2020, you should not be killed or beaten in Pennsylvania for being LGBT. 
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Hate crimes against LGBT people are on the rise. In the most recent FBI Hate Crime Statistics 
Report, there was an increase of 6% in hate crimes on the basis of sexual orientation, and a 41% 
increase on the basis of gender identity, in 2018 from the previous year. 

Hate-based violence is a form of terrorism. The federal government defines terrorism as “the 
unlawful use of force and violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a 
government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social 
objectives”. We have hate crimes protections to hold accountable not only the direct harm to a 
person, but to the group of individuals attacked as well. 

• Rebecca Wight was hiking with her partner Claudia Brenner on the Appalachian Trail in 
Michaux State Forest, in Adams County, when a man noticed they were together and shot 
at them, killing Rebecca. 

• Dan Maneval had his boyhood home vandalized after speaking at a rally supporting LGBT 
rights, to the point of having to sell it and move out of town. His life was threatened and he 
was gay bashed after leaving a bar in Williamsport. 

• Nancy Helm opened an LGBT bookstore in Lancaster for which she received numerous 
threats on her life and was assaulted at the Elizabethtown Fair. The KKK singled out the 
store as an excuse to protest against “homosexual activities”, which experienced two 
bombings during its operation. 

• Keith Davis and his partner David Ruth moved with their two boys down the road from here 
in Avondale, Chester County. They had “Get out [f-words]” scrawled in red paint on their 
garage door, in addition to their fence being sawed. While they were able to defend 
themselves in court based on the vandalism, their family faced $80,000 in legal fees and 
over $400,000 in lost business revenue. 

• Mia Green was a 29 year-old trans woman in Philadelphia who was murdered two weeks 
ago. The next day I received the call to speak before you today. 

As others have shared, we once had these protections. Pennsylvania is noted as having the first 
LGBT-inclusive law in the nation passed by a Republican Senate, Republican House, and signed into 
law by a Republican Governor. That was nearly 20 years ago. We are calling on the legislature to 
again pass inclusive hate crimes protections. It has been done before and must be done again. 
Pennsylvania is among only 13 states that do not enumerate sexual orientation and gender identity 
in our hate crimes law. We join West Virginia in being the only two states in the entire Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic regions of the United States without LGBT-inclusive hate crime protections. 

I want to stress the importance of two perspectives today. First, hate-based violence does not 
occur in a vacuum. Second, hate crimes protections alone will not end the cruelty of this violence. 
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Hate crimes are fueled by hate. As long as there is hate, there will be hate crimes. Our communities 
and the General Assembly have the duty to take actions that promote a society which provides 
equal opportunity and equal protection for all. Ending hate towards LGBT people means sharing 
positive messages about them in your communities. Ending hate towards LGBT people means 
enacting nondiscrimination protections. Ending hate will take many forms, but we need to continue 
to put our hands to the plough on this vital work. 

We must not only be reactive to hate, which is what hate crimes protections are. We must seek to 
be preventative. We must also pursue real justice in each case of a hate crime. 

While we traditionally consider hate crimes to be limited to instances when there is a crime that 
meets the elements of the ethnic intimidation statute, in reality these acts are often broad and 
insidious. For example, when I was the Chair of the Jewish LGBT organization at the University of 
Pennsylvania, if we were to have experienced an attack during a program, would that have been 
classified as a hate crime? Would it have been on the basis of my religion or being part of the LGBT 
community? Sometimes victims are not explicitly targeted because of their identity, but are 
susceptible to the violence because of their identity. When an LGBT person is murdered by an 
intimate partner, in the course of forced participation in an underground economy such as sex 
work, or by suicide, their deaths are no less tragic. 

Hate is a fuel for the actions they faced, but who is responsible? These cases may not be held 
accountable as hate crimes, but they should not be allowed to stand and are part of our 
conversation today. We have a responsibility to end these acts of violence rooted in hate. This is 
what I mean when we urge consideration of a holistic approach to ending hate-based violence in 
our commonwealth. 

Ensuring justice in the face of hate-based violence outside of the criminal justice system is also a 
responsibility of the legislature. Even if we can incarcerate more people for these crimes, is that 
always appropriate? Holding hate-based violence accountable might not always look like longer 
prison sentences. If as a victim of a hate crime I had a choice of a sentence enhancement being a 
longer prison term or a restorative justice practice such as service at an LGBT youth homeless 
shelter, I would support the latter. 

Any approach to hate crimes legislation should be joined with efforts that promote inclusion in our 
communities, equal protection, and educate students about empathy, nonviolence, and respect for 
others. Any approach to hate crimes should include significant investments in victims’ services so 
that survivors can heal from traumatic experiences. And finally, any approach should provide 
meaningful options for restorative justice for those who commit these crimes. 
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Finally, I would like to share the following statement by Judy Shepard, the mother of Matthew 
Shepard whose brutal murder in Wyoming 22 years ago this week shocked the conscience of our 
nation and helped lead to federal hate crimes protections: 

“When we lost Matt in 1998, one of the most shocking things we learned was how few states had 
hate crime laws that included the LGBT community – how few states had hate crime laws at all, in 
fact. And even more, the lack of federal protection, even in capital crimes. Our family felt we had 
an opportunity – an obligation, really – to use the spotlight of the media and policymakers to push 
these important protections through. And over a long, long time, we have made some important 
progress. But the most heartbreaking defeats we have endured weren't when we fell short on 
passing a law – but when a hard-won hate crime law is actually taken off the books, never to be 
replaced. Struggling for slow progress is one kind of frustration. Actively being knocked back is 
another entirely. Pennsylvania has an opportunity now to reclaim its progress on behalf of all of its 
vulnerable citizens, and we applaud this body for taking the vital first steps to do so. I promise you, 
you won't regret it.”  

Respectfully Yours, 
 
Jason Landau Goodman 
Executive Director, Pennsylvania Youth Congress 
jgoodman@payouthcongress.org 
717-743-1035 
 


