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“Protect Women’s Sports Act” / SB 9: What You Need to Know  

 

This bill would hurt ALL girl athletes from kindergarten through college 

To be enforced, this bill would require schools to check genitals of all girls or force blood 

draws for chromosomal testing. This bill discriminates against transgender and intersex girls. It says 

that they can never play sports with other girls – not even if they have been diagnosed and treated 

for gender dysphoria and have been living as a girl for years. Transgender and intersex athletes 

want to play sports for the same reason as all athletes: to make lasting friendships, feel a sense of 

community and camaraderie, build leadership and confidence skills, and learn to respect coaches 

and teammates. We shouldn’t deny them these life-changing opportunities just because they are 

transgender or intersex. 

 

The bill falsely claims that trans and intersex girls are a threat to women’s sports 

The vast majority of transgender or intersex children are not elite athletes. They just want to 

play sports for fun, with friends and classmates. They should not be forced to choose between 

being themselves and playing sports. We all care about protecting women’s sports, but transgender 

or intersex girls do not threaten them.  

 

The bill undermines the authority of PIAA which has already dealt with adopting a sex 

participation policy 

In 2014 PIAA adopted a mixed-gender sports participation policy which addressed this issue, and 

updated it in 2025. There has been no outcry from Pennsylvania student athletes.  

 

This bill was drafted in a coordinated movement by designated hate organizations 

There is a national effort to pass this bill in state legislatures to counter gains on LGBTQ 

inclusion. This bill is the latest effort from groups like the Alliance Defending Freedom, which has 

spent years attacking the LGBTQ community with false propaganda. The ADF has been designated 

as a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center for their ceaseless, misleading attacks on 

LGBTQ Americans. This is not about clarifying and promoting positive public policy, but rather 

attempting to write transgender children and youth out of public life. It can be hard to understand 

what it means to be transgender, especially if you’ve never met a transgender person. And it’s 

common to have questions at first. But we can all agree that transgender children and youth should 

be treated with dignity and respect, just like everyone else. 
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This bill would trigger a lawsuit because discriminating against transgender people is 

unconstitutional and illegal in PA 

In 2020, the Idaho legislature was the first in the nation to pass a similar law banning transgender 

athletes from playing sports. Within months, Chief Judge David Nye, a federal US District Court 

judge, ruled that Idaho’s law could not be enforced because it violates the US Constitution’s Equal 

Protection Clause. In his order, Chief Judge Nye found no evidence that allowing transgender girls 

to participate would alter the fairness or integrity of women’s sports. Chief Judge Nye was educated 

at Brigham Young University, nominated by President Trump, and confirmed by the US Senate in a 

100-0 vote. The Pennsylvania Constitution includes protections based on sex, a recent Pennsylvania 

Human Relations Commission regulation reflects US Supreme Court case law that recognizes 

existing state protections based on sex to include gender identity, and 75 local and county 

ordinances in PA ban discrimination based on gender identity — covering over 38% of our state’s 

population. This law would be in direct conflict with the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act and the 

authority vested in local governments to make their own decisions about civil rights within their 

borders. 

 

We can celebrate girls’ sports and protect transgender and intersex youth from 

discrimination, making sure that all young people can access the lessons and opportunities 

that sports afford. Inclusion for all is not a zero-sum game. 

 

 

Please OPPOSE the “Protect Women’s Sports Act” in Pennsylvania! 


